SECTION 8
AGRICULTURAL LANDS

8.0 INTRODUCTION

Agriculture is the mogt extensve land use in Yuba county and the most significant
component of the county's economy. Approximately 278,943 acres, or 68 percent of the tota
county area, are comprised of agriculturd croplands and pasture. The vaue of agricultural land,
however, is not limited to the provision of food, fiber and jobs. Agricultura land aso provides
open space which has both psychologica and aesthetic benefits, and provides important wildlife
habitat. The importance of agricultura land preservation can, therefore, be viewed from both an
economic and environmental perspective,

Y uba County recognizes the importance of agricultura land and the need to place an
emphads on its preservation. The County's desire to preserve its most valuable farmland and to
support the economic viability of the agriculturd economy is reflected in goas, objectives,
policies and implementation Strategies st forth in this General Plan. These goals, objectives,
policies and implementation drategies are compiled and presented in this section in order to
dlow the reader to quickly become familiar with the County's commitment to agricultura land
preservation. At the end of each statement, a reference is made to the category and number
where the god, palicy, etc. can be found. For example, 6 OSCG refers to the sixth god
contained in the Open Space and Conservation Elements 25-LUP refersto policy 25 of the
Land Use Element.

This General Plan is not intended to redrict exising, new, and expanding
agricultural operations.  Agriculturd operations induding, but not limited to the raising of
livestock; dl soil cultivation and related activities to crop production, harvesting, and processing;
and timber management and harvesting are considered uses by right in dl General Plan
designations and zoning didtricts that permit agriculture.
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8.1GOALS, OBJECTIVES, POLICIESAND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
Goals:

*Retain the most productive agriculturd lands in agriculturd use, and clearly define aress
suitable for urbanization and other forms of non-agricultura development. (2-LUG)

*Protect productive agriculturd land. (6-OSCG)
Objectives:

sEdablishment of Community Boundaries for dl community and specific plan areas with
average dendties of one unit per five acres or gregter. (8-LUO)

¢ Avoidance of Resource Conservation Service Capability Class | and 11 soils when establishing
Community Boundaries or otherwise reviewing proposds for nonagricultura
development. (9-LUO)

* Application and maintenance of agricultural zoning with a minimum parcd sze of 40 acres on
dl Class| and Il soils. (10-LUO)

*\Within three years, establishment of specific mechanisms in County land use regulaions for
acquistion and/or transfer of development rights and purchase of conservation
easements in areas containing Class | and 11 soils, and other aress identified as having
specid agriculturd vadue. (11-LUO)

*Retention of at least 50 percent of the non-prime field crop land now in agriculturd production
for agriculturd use during the term of the Plan. (12-LUO)

*Retention of al land usad for intensive agriculture located north of the City of Marysville for
agricultura use during the term of the Plan. (13-LUO)

*Retention of at least 70 percent of grazing lands and timberlands stuated outsde Community
Boundaries for agriculturd purposes. (14-LUO)

*\Within three years, establishment of specific mechanisms in County land use regulations for
acquistion and/or trandfer of development rights and purchase of conservation
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easaments in areas containing grazing and timberlands located outsde Community
Boundaries. (15-LUO)

*Recognition of afarmer's right to continue to farm. (16-LUO)

eUtilization of soil conservation practices as recommended by the Naturd Resource
Consarvation Service. (25-OSCO)

*Cregtion of a task force composed of county water interests to draft a water utilization and
digtribution plan which will address the county's water needs during the term of this
General Plan, including water for agriculture, growth, wildlife and recreetion. (30
0OSCO)

*Expanson of surface water use for land designated Valey Agriculture, Agriculture/Rurd
Resdentid and Foothill Agriculture in lieu of continued reliance on groundwater. (31-
0OSCO)

Policies:

*Community Boundaries shdl be utilized as a method to preserve agriculturd land and promote
orderly growth in the county. (28-LUP)

eUrban-agriculturd interface areas shdl be recognized in proximity to Community Boundaries,
within which dl new development projects shdl incorporate a buffer zone a least 300
feet in depth to separate the development project from surrounding agriculturd land.
This requirement may be diminated or modified if there are significant topographica
differences, substantial vegetation, or exiging physcad bariers between urban and
agricultura aress. (29-LUP)

*Permanent physicd features or barriers shal be used to separate agriculturd from rurd
resdentia or urban uses wherever possble.  Such features include rivers, streams,
cands, roads, railroads, levees and topographica features. (30-LUP)

*The converson of agriculturd or open land to urban deveopment within Community
Boundaries shal be permitted to occur only as an extenson of the urbanized area of the
community. Community Boundaries shdl not be used as judtification for legpfrog
devdopment. (31-LUP)
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eAgriculturd land cgpability shdl be a primary determinant when establishing or modifying
Community Boundaries. (32-LUP)

*Non-agricultura development projects shal be directed to margind agricultura lands. (33
LUP)

*Aress in which agriculturd zoning is to be applied shdl be identified on the Land Use
Diagram. (34-LUP)

*Zoning with minimum parce sze desgnations large enough to maintain present agricultura uses
shdl be gpplied to dl areas designated for Vdley Agriculture on the Land Use
Diagram unless the area is dready committed to rurd residentid or other nor:
agriculturd use. (35-LUP)

*The subdivison of lands shown on the Land Use Diagram for Vdley Agriculture into parcels
less than 40 acres in Size shall be prohibited unless such development project mesets the
following conditions:

*The subdivison is pat of a fam erployee housing project that embodies a cluser
development concept, and such a project is permitted by the applicable zoning;
the division of land is necessary to permit cregtion of a parcel no greater than 5
acres in size when a farmer wishes to retire while retaining a residence, or the
proposed ot lines correspond to natural or human created festures.

*The project will not conflict with adjacent agricultural operations; and

*The project will not hamper or discourage long-term agricultural operations either on-Site or on
adjacent agriculturd lands. (36-LUP)

*The County shdl commit sufficient staff and budgetary resources to establish a program for
protection of agricultural lands utilizing non-zoning techniques. (37-LUP)

*The voluntary donation of ®nservation easements or other development redtrictions to the
County or a qualified private nonprofit corporation to preserve the agriculturd use of
land in areas designated for agricultural use shal be solicited and encouraged, where
development of land would promote incompatible use. (38-LUP)
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*Land designated as Important Farmland on the Important Farmlands Map that is not in a
designated Community Boundary or a Planning Reserve or Specific Plan area shdl be
protected from nonragriculturd encroachment by desgnating the land Vdley
Agriculture, with a minimum parcd sze that maintains present agriculturd uses. (39
LUP)

*Expanson of Community Boundaries on the valey floor shdl be minimized while infill and
intengfication of use are encouraged. (40-LUP)

*All lands located outsde Community Boundaries and located north of State Highway 20 on
the valey floor shal be desgnated Vdley Agriculture on the Land Use Diagram and
zoned for agriculture, unless the gte is dready committed to rurd resdentia or other
non-agriculturd use. (41-LUP)

*All foothill and mountain areas outside Community Boundaries shal be designated for Foothill
Agriculture or other amilar category on the Land Use Diagram and zoned in a manner
which permits continuation of grazing and timber harvest activities. (42-LUP)

*The County shdl commit sufficient staff and budgetary resources to establish a program for
protection of grazing and timberlands utilizing non-zoning techniques. (43-LUP)

*The voluntary donation of conservation easements or other development restrictions to the
County or a qudified nonprofit corporation to preserve the use of land for grazing or
timber production in areas designated for agriculturd or timber use shall be solicited and
encouraged, when proposed development would conflict with timber and grazing
operations. (44-LUP)

*The County shdl continue to maintain and support right to farm datutes and policies. (45
LUP)

*The County shdl provide for the orderly trangtion of lands within Community Boundaries from
agricultura to urban use, and agricultural uses shdl be encouraged and dlowed to
continue until such time as urban development occurs. (46-LUP)
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*Community Boundaries shdl be used as an officid definition of the interface between future
urban and agriculturd uses, and to identify the areas set aside for those types of uses
which benefit from community services. (78-LUP)

*Clugtering of resdentid development projects when parces are adjacent to commercid
agriculturd lands $dl be encouraged to place dwedlings as far as possble from the
agriculturd land. (113-LUP)

*New non-agriculturd development projects immediately adjacent to lands designated for
agriculture shdl be designed to provide buffers a least 300 feet in width such as
setbacks, berms, greenbelts, and open space areas to separate farmland from new
urban uses. (114-LUP)

*Development projects within or adjacent to designated agriculturd areas shal incorporate
design, congruction, and maintenance techniques that protect agriculture and minimize
conflicts with adjacent agricultura uses. (115-LUP)

*Greengpace proposed in conjunction with new development projects shal be used when
feadble to buffer development from agriculturd lands. (117-LUP)

*The naturd resources upon which the county's basic economy depends (recreetion, agriculture,
mining and tourism) shdl be protected. (140-LUP)
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*Natura resource areas, open space lands and scenic resource aress, as identified by Volume |
of this General Plan, shdl be maintained in a manner that does not compromise their
resource, open space and scenic vaues unless no other reasonable dternatives exist.
Where impacts may occur, mitigation shal be provided which fully compensates for the
identified impacts. (27-OSCP)

*The County shdl zone ricdands located north of the City of Marysville for agriculturd use in
order to promote their retention for agriculture, waterfowl habitat and waterfowl hunting
clubs. (79-OSCP)

*The County shdl support the continuation of an adequate supply of water to Didtrict 10 for
agriculture and waterfowl habitat purposes. (83-OSCP)

*The County shal encourage close cooperation between agriculture and the loca Resource
Conservation Didtrict in order to assure that al appropriate steps are taken to preserve
the county's agriculturd soils. (108-OSCP)

*The retention of agriculture as a primary extensve land use shdl be encouraged by the County
in order to maintain agricultures economic viability, but aso its contribution b the
preservation of open space and wildlife habitat. (110-OSCP)

*The County shdl encourage compaible multiple use of agriculturd lands to enhance their
viability, including hunting clubs and preserves, and other recreationad development.
(112-OSCP)

*The County shal support efforts by private farmland conservation groups such as the

American Farmland Trust to utilize conservation essements to preserve agricultura land.
(113-OSCP)

*The County shdl support efforts to merge or revert to acreage lots in "paper” subdivisons
where lots are substandard in size for agricultura purposes. (114-OSCP)

*The County shall ensure that zoning and other land use regulations do not unnecessarily restrict
agriculturdly related enterprise which provides supplementa income and enhances
agriculturd viability, such as on-farm packing and sales, including sales from roadsde
stands. (115-OSCP)
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*\Water utilizetion and digribution planning shdl include drategies for bringing surface water
supplies to dl areass desgnated on the Land Use Diagram as Vdley Agriculture,
Agriculture/Rura Residentid and Foothill Agriculture. (130-OSCP)

| mplementation Strategies:

*Quantify and report on an annua basis the amount of agriculturd land lost to development and
maintain cumulative totals Since adoption of the General Plan. (6-LUI)

Lead Agency:Planning Department
Priority:Ongoing
*Review and amend the County Zoning Ordinance text and map, and County Subdivision
Ordinance to assure congstency with General Plan objectives and policies for
agricultura lands preservetion. (7-LUI)
Lead Agencies.Planning Department, Planning Commission, Board of Supervisors
Priority:1
*Maintan a deveopment project review process which documents compliance with the
adopted objectives and policies for agricultura lands preservation for each development
project considered by the County. (8-LUI)
Lead Agency:Planning Department
Priority:Ongoing
*Egtablish specific criteriaand standards for use of agriculturd buffer zones. (9-LUI)

Lead Agency:Planning Depatment, Plaaning Commisson, Boad of
Supervisors

Priority:1
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*Create a committee of citizens and daff interested in the subject of agriculturd lands

preservation techniques to work with the County in the creation of non-zoning
techniques for the preservation of agricultura lands. (10-LUI)

Lead Agency:Board of Supervisors
Priorityl
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